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Military operations were accompanied by misleading reporting using old and 
fake visuals inciting violence, threatening civil peace 
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Background 

On the evening of 27 August 2023, the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) announced 

through its internet accounts and media outlets in northeastern Syria, the launch of Operation 

Security Reinforcement in Deir ez-Zor aiming at eradicating the Islamic State (also known as IS 

or Daesh) terrorist cells, thwarting their potential attacks, and pursuing criminals responsible 

for perpetrating injustices against the local population. It also aims at tracking down smugglers 

who exploit the populace’s livelihoods. 

Meanwhile, local social media accounts and media outlets affiliated with the Deir ez-Zor 

Military Council of the SDF published a video showing Jalal al-Khubai, brother of Ahmed al-

Khubail (better known as Abu Khawla), the commander of Deir ez-Zor Military Council. Jalal 

exclaimed in the video that the SDF had besieged them in the Khashman neighbourhood in al-

Hasakah and arrested the Emir Ahmed al-Khubail from its al-Wazir base and thus called upon 

members of Al-Aqeedat clan to encircle all of the SDF headquarters in Deir ez-Zor to pressure 

it to release Ahmed. Jalal threatened to respond strongly if his demands were not met and 

warned that the battle was no longer between the SDF and Arab tribes but between the Kurds 

and Arabs. 

The two sides engaged in hate speech and disinformation, including publishing old images and 

videos unrelated to the conflict or of other conflicts, as well as dismantling fake news on social 

media and media outlets. This media incitement fueled the hostilities and widened the 

communal rift, posing serious threats to civil peace, especially between the Arabs and Kurds. 

Less than 24 hours after the spread of al-Khubail video, which was verified true in relation to 

the killing of the commander of Deir ez-Zor Military Council and some of its members, a video 

spread showing military engagements allegedly between the SDF and Arab tribes in al-Ma'amel 

area in the north of Deir ez-Zor. However, it turned out that the video was first published on 

the internet by Yemeni accounts in March 2021, including the Yemen Today YouTube Channel, 

the verified Alhadath Yemen Facebook page, and several other local Yamani social media 

accounts and pages. 

The present report is the result of cooperation between Syrians for Truth and Justice (STJ), True 

Platform team, specialized in verifying information and analyzing hate speech and Suwar 

Magazine. The report was built on close monitoring of the Deir ez-Zor unrest and it aims to 

highlight misleading information spread through online accounts and websites affiliated with 

the conflicting parties. 

The spread of false or misleading information is rampant among various media outlets and 

social media accounts. This is particularly true regarding updates on the developments on the 

ground and the results of confrontations, often with the aim of portraying one side as superior 

to the other. This further endangers the fragile peace in the area. The ongoing battles have 

already caused military and civilian casualties from both sides, as well as internal displacements. 

Moreover, media incitement and disinformation have created deep-seated biases among the 

public towards the conflicting parties. This was done by exploiting the various narratives that 

were used to depict the conflict, most notably the ethnic war between Syrian Arabs and Kurds. 

Furthermore, the media malicious took advantage of the tensions that preceded the conflict, 

caused by the poor governance and corruption of military and civil administration authorities 

in the area, which was reflected in ignoring the populace's demands. It is important to remember 

https://sdf-press.com/en/2023/08/our-sdf-forces-launch-operation-security-reinforcement-against-isis-cells-in-deir-ezzor/
https://fb.watch/ogqPQwIC45/?mibextid=Nif5oz
https://stj-sy.org/en/syria-hate-speech-unprecedentedly-surges-during-deir-ez-zor-unrest/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBy1TAPZJS4
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=909070829928566&external_log_id=6e264edd-d477-40d2-b8a9-8bfb1d5d9d8f&q=%D8%A5%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1%20%D9%88%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%88%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos/?q=%D8%A5%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1%20%D9%88%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%88%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=437378774158007&external_log_id=6e264edd-d477-40d2-b8a9-8bfb1d5d9d8f&q=%D8%A5%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1%20%D9%88%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%88%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1447414495603126&external_log_id=6e264edd-d477-40d2-b8a9-8bfb1d5d9d8f&q=%D8%A5%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1%20%D9%88%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%88%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86
https://stj-sy.org/en/
https://www.true-sy.com/
https://www.true-sy.com/
https://www.suwar-magazine.org/en/home
https://www.suwar-magazine.org/en/home
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-deir-ez-zor-situation-report-no-1-14-september-2023


 

Page 5 of 35 

Syria: Disinformation in the Context of Deir ez-Zor Unrest 

that eastern Deir ez-Zor has been hit hard by the deterioration of services in all areas, including 

education and health. This has resulted in repeated protests from locals. 

The present report was built on the outcomes of the monitoring and verification operations 

conducted since the conflict's onset. We reveal in this report 16 videos and images found to be 

misleading. Most of these materials were old and unrelated to the recent conflict in Deir ez-

Zor. Some pro-opposition media outlets used these materials in the context of reporting on the 

unrest in Deir ez-Zor wrongly or intentionally.  

The research team utilized multiple audit methods to ensure accuracy, including reverse image 

and video search technology on significant search engines such as Google. They also searched 

social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Telegram. In some instances, geographical 

identification technology was also used and linked with satellite images. 

It's important to remember that a lot of misleading information is initially published on personal 

or public web pages, some are fake. We will not mention every instance of disinformation that 

we find in order to prevent unintentionally promoting materials that could incite violence, hate, 

or killings. STJ has released a report on hate speech related to the recent unrest in Deir ez-Zor. 

Here are some of the misleading publications. 

 

Exaggeration and Manipulation of Field Facts 

As soon as the news of the arrest of Abu Khawla was confirmed on 28 August, a video spread 
talking about clashes between the Deir ez-Zor Military Council and the SDF in al-Ma'amel area 
in the north of Deir ez-Zor. But it later turned out that this is an old video circulated by Yemeni 
Facebook, and YouTube accounts on 25 March 2021 under the description ‘Watch- Night 
Clashes east of Jabaliyah and the Airport Sector, New Losses to the Houthis’. 
 

 
Image 1- A screenshot of the video published on the Yemen Today YouTube Channel on 25 March 2021. 

https://jfl.ngo/%d8%a5%d8%b6%d8%b1%d8%a7%d8%a8-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%b9%d9%84%d9%91%d9%85%d9%8a%d9%86-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%af%d9%8a%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a3%d8%b3%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%a8-%d9%88/
https://jfl.ngo/%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%83%d9%88%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%b1%d8%a7-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%af%d9%8a%d8%b1%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%b1-%d9%88%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%a1-%d9%82%d8%a7%d8%a8%d9%84-%d9%84%d9%84%d8%b9%d9%88%d8%af%d8%a9/
https://stj-sy.org/en/syria-hate-speech-unprecedentedly-surges-during-deir-ez-zor-unrest/
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos?q=%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1%20%D9%88%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%88%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBy1TAPZJS4
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=437378774158007&external_log_id=58a0571e-0c98-482f-bca2-6ad487a30087&q=%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B1%20%D9%88%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%B5%D9%81%D9%88%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86
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At a time when it was impossible to verify the events on the ground and the reports on them, 
this video went viral on social media. It was posted by local opposition accounts with tens of 
thousands of followers. 
 

 
Image 2- A screenshot of the pro-opposition Khabour Facebook account that posted the video after adjusting its 

length and under the description “clashes in al-Ma'amel area in the north of Deir ez-Zor.” 

 
A local Facebook page with a large following posted the same video twice in a single day, with 
only 18 minutes between the posts. The page claimed that the video depicted clashes in two 
different parts of Deir ez-Zor. The first post contained 00:51 seconds of the video and claimed 
that it showed clashes in the al-Ma'amel area located in the north of Deir ez-Zor. The second 
post contained 01:09 minutes of the video and claimed to depict engagements in the al-
Busayrah town, which is situated in the eastern part of Deir ez-Zor. It's worth noting that the 
original video is actually 01:10 minutes in length. 
 

 
 
Image 3- A screenshot of the Furat Facebook page posted the video under the description “Fierce clashes between 

Deir ez-Zor Military Council and the SDF in al-Ma'amel area.” 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=694562006047417&extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=330149476031316
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100078235167159
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=6730027000381822
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=199602492953095
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=199602492953095
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Image 4- A screenshot of the video posted for the second time on the Furat Facebook page under the description 

“Fierce clashes between Deir ez-Zor Military Council and the SDF in al-Busayrah town.” 

 
Image 5- A screenshot of the Yemen Today YouTube Channel showing the same video with elements matching 

those of the video published on the Furat Facebook page. 

  
 
The verification revealed that the same misleading video was repeatedly posted with varying 
descriptions, falsely attributing it to different locations. This indicates that the video was 
intentionally used to depict an exaggerated and unrealistic perception of the events happening 
on the ground. These videos have caused an escalation in tensions between the parties 
involved during an already sensitive period. Furthermore, it has caused more disturbance to 
the peace of the local community which has already been struggling with security and weapon-
related issues for years. 
 

A Swirl of Disinformation  

On 29 September 2023, the second day of confrontations, local Facebook pages published 
three videos allegedly for sporadic clashes in Deir ez-Zor. However, verification processes 
through Google and Facebook revealed that the videos were used in misleading contexts. 
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One of the videos was circulated claiming to show clashes taking place in Dhiban town, which 
is known to be the stronghold of Ibrahim al-Havel. However, a reverse search of the video 
revealed that it was originally published by accounts that support the Autonomous 
Administration of North and East Syria (AANES) on January 18, 2020. At that time, the SDF 
information center had released the video with the title 'Clashes between the SDF and the 
Syrian National Army (SNA) in Ayn Issa suburbs', and it was quickly spread on social media 
platforms like Facebook and Twitter. It is worth noting that pro-Syrian opposition media 
outlets, including Orient News, Syria TV, and Halab Today TV, used the video to report on 
unrest in Deir ez-Zor without verifying its authenticity. 
 
 
 

 

 
Image 6- A screenshot of the Hawar News Agency (ANHA) YouTube channel published the aforementioned video 

appended with the description, “Türkiye and its mercenaries continue a violent attack on Ayn Issa with drones and 

warplanes.” 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3475795382668483&extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3475795382668483&extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owMcZ7FBQaE
https://www.facebook.com/watch?ref=search&v=264420901699846&external_log_id=d6b856e1-c87c-4448-ac4b-ec06fb783085&q=%D8%AA%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86%20%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A9%20%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B4%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%20%D9%88%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%B2%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%87%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81%20%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%86%20%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%89
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFJuCCiJeB8
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1001280241127097&extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=298945429397301&extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6l0H0pYZHU
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Image 7- A screenshot of a Facebook page named “The official site of Ash Sha'fah city” published the same video 

with the description “Fierce battles between SDF militias and tribal forces in rural Deir ez-Zor.” 

 
Image 8- A screenshot of Orient's official Facebook account posted the same video with the description, “Deir ez-

Zor tribes announce general mobilization against the SDF, dozens killed.” 

 
Image 9- A screenshot of Syria TV’s official Facebook account posted the same video in the context of Deir ez-Zor 

unrest coverage. 

 

The second misleading video was circulated on Facebook accounts and pages as being of very 
violent clashes in the al-Busayrah town in Deir ez-Zor. However, the research showed that the 
same clip was published on YouTube three years ago, under the description "The fight of Beit 
Joibar and Beit Ka'id 2020." 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=825673089104663&external_log_id=f2ac4f84-f54b-4c3e-9d14-0d1f95f89e74&q=%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%A9%20%D8%AC%D8%AF%D8%A7%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81%20%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1%20%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%20%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bhOGcuit9g
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Image 10- A screenshot of the abovementioned video entitled “Very violent clashes in the al-Busayrah town in 

Deir ez-Zor.” 

 
 
Image 11- A screenshot of the same video published on YouTube with the caption “The fight of Beit Joibar and Beit 

Ka'id 2020." 

 
Notably, pro-opposition media outlets, including the Orient News, used part of the video at the 
beginning of a report it published on 3 September, four days after its spread on social media, 
under the title “Fierce battles fought by tribal members with #SDF militias in #al-Busayrah, rural 
#Deir ez-Zor.. What is the importance of this town? #Orient 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=314904657862109&external_log_id=0b082195-a213-46fa-b7ad-6ea3f4c6624d&q=%D9%83%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83%20%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D9%8A%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%B6%D9%87%D8%A7%20%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D9%85%D8%B9%20%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF
https://www.facebook.com/watch/hashtag/%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF?__eep__=6%2F&__tn__=*NK
https://www.facebook.com/watch/hashtag/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9?__eep__=6%2F&__tn__=*NK
https://www.facebook.com/watch/hashtag/%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1?__eep__=6%2F&__tn__=*NK
https://www.facebook.com/watch/hashtag/%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%AA?__eep__=6%2F&__tn__=*NK
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Image 12- A screenshot of the Orient News’ Facebook page posted the video with a caption reporting clashes in 
Deir ez-Zor. 

 
The third misleading video was circulated by social media accounts as being of clashes in Dhiban 
town. Our investigation revealed that the video is old and was first published on 21 August 
2022. It was described as a year ago clashes between Iraqi armed factions in Samawah City, 
Iraq. 

 
 

Image 13- A screenshot of the video posted on a local Facebook page with claims of showing clashes in Dhiban. 

 

 
 

Image 14- A screenshot of the video posted a year ago on Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/alhmedatt/videos/3628833167444377/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&v=1272755070140404


 

Page 12 of 35 

Syria: Disinformation in the Context of Deir ez-Zor Unrest 

 

After closely monitoring the three videos, it became evident that they had gone viral on public 
and private Facebook pages and accounts, some of which have tens of thousands of followers. 
Subsequently, media outlets with millions of viewers shared the videos. Evidently, these videos 
were often published intentionally to incite tension in Deir ez-Zor. This was confirmed by the 
inflammatory and provocative language describing the videos on social media and media 
outlets. 
 
Dozens of online accounts, both public and private, spread a video showing SDF fighters 
supposedly fleeing their military post in Jadeed Ekedat village, rural Deir ez-Zor. Some of these 
accounts were borrowed or fake. On 31 August Syria TV published the video but later removed 
it. 

               
Images 15 and 16- Screenshots of the video published on Syria TV’s website (right) and official Facebook account 

(left). The TV removed the video later. 

 

 
Image 17- A screenshot of a local Facebook page posted the video with a caption claims it documented the flee of 

SDF fighters from a military point of them following an attack by tribal fighters. 

 

However, the verification revealed that the video was edited and zoomed out to conceal 
certain elements. We found that the original video was actually uploaded on 10 August 2021 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=622748049989343
https://www.facebook.com/alshafah.media.cinter22
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos?q=%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A8%20%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1%20%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A9%20%D9%84%D9%87%D9%85%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%20%D8%B9%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81%20%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1%20%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF%20%D9%87%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%85%20%D8%B4%D9%86%D9%87%20%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=956151839009402&external_log_id=fcf754de-2839-400b-bbd3-2069472251fd&q=%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A8%20%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1%20%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A9%20%D9%84%D9%87%D9%85%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%20%D8%B9%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81%20%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1%20%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF%20%D9%87%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%85%20%D8%B4%D9%86%D9%87%20%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/Marcedes9000/videos/3521056884889263
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092698688937
https://www.syria.tv/%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A8-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1
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by the Self-Defense Forces/Hêzên Xweparastinê YouTube channel. The video was a 
documentation of a military training session conducted by the Self-Defense Forces at the 
Academy of Martyr Hassan Darwish of the AANES. 
 

 

 

Image 18- A screenshot of the original video used to mislead in the context of the latest Deir ez-Zor unrest. 

On 31 August 2023, the pro-opposition Syria TV released a video titled "Fierce Clashes and 
Heavy Explosions Rock Al-Shuhayl Town, Rural Deir ez-Zor." We tracked the video and 
discovered that on the 7th of that same month, it was published by Syria TV on Facebook with 
a different description, saying it was of an Israeli bombardment on a site in northern Damascus 
located between the towns of Sednayah and Manin and resulted in the deaths of four Syrian 
Army members and the injury of four others. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fPFp1SLKVs
https://www.facebook.com/syrtelevision/videos/285058980828666
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9S6cNzCJFD0
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1412505505981091&external_log_id=aa279d20-b3fb-492c-8596-6977b267dd5e&q=%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B8%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81%20%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%B7%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%85%D8%A9%20%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82%20%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AB%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86
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Image 19- A screenshot of the video published by Syria TV under the title “Fierce Clashes and Heavy Explosions 

Rock Al-Shuhayl Town, Rural Deir ez-Zor." 

 

 
Image 20- A screenshot of the video published by Syria TV with a description claiming it shows Israeli 

bombardment on a site north of Damascus. 

 
The use of the same video by Syria TV in different contexts raises concerns of intentional 
disinformation that has already expanded deadly hostilities and further fueled divisions 
between the area's Arab and Kurdish components. It is important to note that Syria TV 
published old videos related to the Deir ez-Zor unrest without verifying their accuracy. After 
tracking this video, it was discovered that many pro-opposition and pro-government Facebook 
pages, some with tens of thousands of followers, had used it with different descriptions. 
 

https://www.syria.tv/%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A8-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/100078235167159/videos/636134745287835/
https://www.facebook.com/100064371685080/videos/1007452713713380/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=6497961106967564
https://www.facebook.com/alsharqiaa24
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Image 21- A screenshot of the al-Sharqiyah24 Facebook page, which has 400k followers, posted the 

aforementioned video under the description, “Explosions in Dhiban town, rural Deir ez-Zor, coinciding with the 
intensification of clashes between tribal fighters and the SDF militia.” 

 

 
Image 22- A screenshot of a Facebook page named Homs- Palmyra Division affiliated with the Ba’ath Party posted 
the video under the description, “Explosions in Dhiban town coinciding with fierce clashes between the SDF, Deir 

ez-Zor Military Council, and tribal members.” 

 
 

Adversary Disinformation 

The misleading about field situation was not limited to one party. Official figures of the SDF 
and activists supporting it were found to be involved in publishing misleading information and 
videos that were taken out of context. The official X (formerly Twitter) account of Siyamend 
Ali, the head of the People's Defense Units (YPG) information office, shared a video on 2 
September that showed fighters crossing a small river. The caption on the video read, "Armed 
factions crossing the river (Euphrates) to access eastern Deir ez-Zor. These are the gangs our 
forces resist." 
 

https://www.facebook.com/alsharqiaa24
https://twitter.com/i/status/1697973486726021424
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Image 23- A screenshot of Siyamend Ali’s post on X. 

 
Tracking down the video, we discovered that it had been uploaded by several anti-SDF 
Facebook accounts and pages. Their descriptions implied that the footage depicted tribal 
fighters crossing the Sajur River en route to Manbij, located in northern rural Aleppo, on 2 
September 2023, to engage in battle against the SDF. We were unable to locate any sources 
that could confirm the video was filmed in the vicinity of the Euphrates River in Deir ez-Zor. 
 

 
Image 24- A screenshot a local Facebook page posted the video under a caption claim that the river shown is the 

Sajur, as the tweet of the SDF official stated. 

 
We conducted a thorough investigation by comparing the video in question with another video 
that showed an official and members of the pro-government militia National Defense Forces 
(NDF) crossing the Euphrates River. Our investigation led us to the conclusion that the river in 
the circulated video cannot be the Euphrates. The river in the matched video had a high water 
level, making it impossible to cross on foot.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/search/videos/?q=%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86%20%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos/?q=%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D9%8A%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%20%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/ahmed.hacyahya/videos/260268476880684/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1300609244157133&external_log_id=37ea3588-89ac-4224-8dd8-41af74d96745&q=%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D9%8A%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%20%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=3557648661137695&external_log_id=37ea3588-89ac-4224-8dd8-41af74d96745&q=%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D9%8A%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%20%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=2554277944737974&external_log_id=07ba42e0-72da-4df6-859d-2ce874358bd3&q=%D8%B3%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%85%20%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B4%D9%85%20%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A
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Image 25- A screenshot from the matched video showing Hashem Masoud al-Sattam, an official of the NDF, along 

with his members crossing the Euphrates. They are coming from the areas under the control of the regime and 
allied Iranian militias, and are heading to fight against the SDF. The image clearly indicates that it is impossible to 

cross the Euphrates on foot. 

In addition, the width of the river shown in the circulated video is only 10 meters. However, 
our partners' research for this report indicates that the narrowest point of the Euphrates River 
in Deir ez-Zor is 100 meters wide. It is worth noting that the video was posted online prior to 
Siyamend Ali's publication of it. 
 
Although we were unable to locate the video itself, we were able to match the surroundings 
featured in the video with images and videos of the Sajur River, including a video that was 
published on 2 September 2023. This video was verified through satellite images by 
SYRgeolocation. 
 

https://twitter.com/SYRgeolocation/status/1698867709826441532
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Image 26- A screenshot from a video filmed on Manbij fronts shows an environment similar to that appeared in 

the video in question. Credit: Al-Furat News Network. 

 
 
 

https://twitter.com/zaHgWzi5xJG5Ipn/status/1697943883361992884
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Image 27- A satellite image showing the same hill appeared in the previous image near the Sajur River. Credit: 

SYRgeolocation 

  
In the same context, we detect videos of tribal fighters near the Sajur River, published on 
September 1st and 2nd, show an environment very similar to that seen in the video published 
by Siyamend Ali. We also referred to a report aired on Orient TV in 2017 about the Sajur River, 
and found that its riverbed is narrower and its flow weaker than that of the Euphrates. 
Therefore, we can conclude that Siyamend Ali's publication of the video in question is 
misleading. 
 
On 2 September, a number of Facebook accounts and pages that support the AANES and the 
SDF shared a video that purportedly shows a violent bombing by the international coalition of 
an Iranian militia bases in al-Mayadin town in rural Deir ez-Zor. The video's dissemination 
implies a desire for retaliation against the Iranian militias, who are accused of pitting the area 
against the SDF. The video in question was shared by several accounts, including one belonging 
to a pro-SDF media activist who had edited it. The edited version was shared 17 times. 
However, it has been verified that the video is not recent and was previously circulated by 
Syrian opposition and pro-Facebook media and pages as footage of an Israeli bombing near 
Damascus that occurred in early August of 2023. 
 

https://twitter.com/SYRgeolocation/status/1698867709826441532
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=6582155988545391&external_log_id=1c28ad6e-b5a1-4880-862f-7fb24c3dda5e&q=%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86%20%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1063110668397609&external_log_id=1c28ad6e-b5a1-4880-862f-7fb24c3dda5e&q=%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1%20%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%B9%D9%88%D9%86%20%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1273632232725568&external_log_id=93bdacdd-1577-4de6-b0f1-d24314786d03&q=%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos/?q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%8C%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%20
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=206340822225141&external_log_id=7df0843b-90a5-497a-ace2-359617740203&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%8C%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1382233629055648&external_log_id=7df0843b-90a5-497a-ace2-359617740203&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%8C%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1637462596782576&external_log_id=7df0843b-90a5-497a-ace2-359617740203&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%8C%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1019295079079071&external_log_id=7df0843b-90a5-497a-ace2-359617740203&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%20%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%8C%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.facebook.com/100040856490147/videos/1304369860474645/
https://www.facebook.com/kawa.hassan.944/videos/1304369860474645
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1412505505981091&external_log_id=aa279d20-b3fb-492c-8596-6977b267dd5e&q=%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B8%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81%20%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%B7%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%85%D8%A9%20%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82%20%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AB%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1412505505981091&external_log_id=aa279d20-b3fb-492c-8596-6977b267dd5e&q=%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B8%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81%20%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%B7%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%85%D8%A9%20%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82%20%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AB%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos/?q=%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B8%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81%20%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%B7%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%85%D8%A9%20%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%82%20%D9%81%D8%AC%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AB%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86
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Image 28- A screenshot of an edited version of the video in question posted by a media activist. 

 

 

Image 29- A screenshot of a report published by Syria TV on an Israeli missile attack near Damascus. 

 

Fabricated Statements 

On 4 September, several opposition and pro-Syrian government Facebook pages and personal 
accounts circulated a statement attributed to Farhad Shami, head of SDF's Media Center. The 
statement said, “Entering Dhiban would be suicidal,” and “I encourage negotiation to avoid 
further violations and killing." The Facebook pages and accounts statement claimed in a post 
that Farhad gave the statement to a source named Rojava Observatory. 

https://www.facebook.com/search/posts/?q=%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AD%D8%A9%20%D8%A5%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%20%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84%20%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%80.%D9%80%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%AF%D8%AE%D9%88%D9%84%20%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%23%D8%B0%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%85%20%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD%20%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D9%85%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AA%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B6%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D9%82%D8%A8%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%80.%D9%80%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%20%D9%88%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%BA%D9%85%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%B0%D9%84%D9%83%20%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89%20%D8%B5%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%AE%D8%B5%D9%8A%20%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84%D8%AA%20%D8%B1%D8%A3%D9%8A%D9%8A%20%D9%84%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%80.%D9%80%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A3%D9%86%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%AE%D9%88%D9%84%20%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A9%20%23%D8%B0%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A9%20%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%80.%D9%80%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0U75Q7oXMY4BPXyFpviHJVm5j1ZHVHjoarwigWTZrX24pt1aKzYZoiEhk48GveAUUl&id=100076206670159
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid04LfW5z3jaY2oxW1wLKNqSBkXD9nTVV4MFCAMhKyEcduCCNhobTNZoTokyP1VX19nl&id=100086503902463&mibextid=Nif5oz
https://m.facebook.com/groups/254130794043477/permalink/276839071772649/?mibextid=Nif5oz
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=692764882892414&set=a.465394972296074
https://scontent-cph2-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/374200547_692764879559081_110403751520991143_n.jpg?_nc_cat=106&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=5614bc&_nc_ohc=OQHmDtCAMO0AX8mQz5f&_nc_ht=scontent-cph2-1.xx&oh=00_AfBaBwO6AAwmgSRGyqRlBCd61YErazLJV-7V9FQQXCdejQ&oe=64FDBF47
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Image 30- A screenshot of the fabricated statement posted by Nashit News. 

 

 
Image 31- A screenshot of the fabricated statement posted by H.S.S 40. 

 
We used Google and Facebook to verify the claims made during our investigation. However, 
we were unable to find any credible news source named Rojava Observatory, except for a 
Facebook page named "Rojava مرصد" which supports the AANES and the SDF. We did not come 
across any similar statement by Farhad on this page, his personal accounts, or those on the 
SDF. Our research also revealed that some of these pages had previously shared misleading 

https://www.facebook.com/rojava.press1/
https://twitter.com/farhad_shami
https://sdf-press.com/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=342734961506485
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clips during their coverage of the events in Deir ez-Zor, which raises the possibility that their 
publication of Farhad Shami's fabricated statement was a deliberate attempt to spread 
misinformation. 
 

 

Image 32- A screenshot of the video, which turned out to be misleading, posted on H.S.S 40 Facebook page. 

 

Image 33- A screenshot of the same video posted on Nashit News Facebook page. 

 

Misleading “Victories” 

On 5 September at 03:13 am, a journalist loyal to the SDF posted on Facebook, “The SDF 

completed a sweep operation of Dhiban town, eastern rural Deir ez-Zor” 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=6644907458879855
https://www.facebook.com/ciwan.bali/posts/pfbid02Z4kTBxqr1v6NGqR8HbKpe2ExaoJj17cAmy6V74RNeAFyBfazXQNXENtr9AxhV3nyl
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Image 34- A screenshot of the abovementioned post. 

However, through investigations, we found a tweet by Farhad Shami, head of SDF's Media 

Center, published on the evening of 5 September 5, denying full control over the town of 

Dhiban. 

 

Image 35- A screenshot of the tweet by Farhad Shami, head of SDF's Media Center, refuting claims of their full 

control over Dhiban. 

https://twitter.com/farhad_shami/status/1699142570800992454
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It is relevant to recall that on 6 September, the SDF regained control of Dhiban, whose 

significance stems from being the stronghold of the anti-SDF tribal fighters led by Ibrahim al-

Havel. On 3 September the SDF issued a statement declaring Ibrahim as a wanted. The 

statement said, “The so-called Ibrahim al-Havel, who is the leader of the sedition, is wanted by 

the SDF forces for causing the death of our fighters and civilians, as well as for displacing 

people, sabotaging civil service institutions, and leading attempts to incite sedition based on 

orders from external parties.” 

 

 

Image 36- A screenshot of a tweet by Farhad Shami declaring full control over Dhiban town. 

The same day, the same journalist posted on Facebook four images of SDF fighters in Dhiban 
town with a caption that read, "Dhiban town this morning”, and cited Rohani TV as the source. 
 

https://sdf-press.com/?p=40599
https://www.facebook.com/ciwan.bali/posts/pfbid02UxZcjBQV5bjrrPH2A1XDzPTDLA2BTyHUJaHPgZgK7CHWKbAP2mb8h9uShYri55Swl
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Image 37- A screenshot of the abovementioned journalist’s Facebook post of images allegedly taken in Dhiban. 

 
To confirm the validity of the post, we conducted a search for online accounts of Kurdish Ronahi 
TV and discovered that two of the images featured in the post were taken in al-Hawayij village 
near Dhiban town. 
 

 
Image 38- A screenshot of one of the images published on Ronahi TV's website with claims of being taken in al-

Hawayij village near Dhiban town. 

https://ronahi.tv/archives/230032
https://ronahi.tv/archives/230032
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Our investigation also detected a post by Farhad Shami, head of SDF's Media Center on his 
official account on X (formerly twitter) contained two of the images with a caption read, 
“Update: The village of al-Hawayij, adjacent to the Dhiban town in the eastern countryside of 
Deir Ezzor, has been successfully cleared by our forces. Now our forces are advancing towards 
the main street in the village. Four Syria regime NDF members were captured during the 
clashes. SDF Media Center. September 5, 2023.” 
 
 

 
 

Image 39- A screenshot of Farhad Shami’s tweet features two of the images with claims of being taken in al-
Hawayij village. 

 
We conclude from this that the journalist deliberately published a misleading claim based on 
pictures taken out of their context, which may have been aimed at raising the morale of SDF 
supporters and presenting a narrative opposite to what was promoted by anti-SDF channels 
and accounts. 
 

From Deir ez-Zor to Manbij 

The scope of confrontations widened after the outbreak of new fronts against the SDF. This 
was due to armed men from the opposition SNA factions and Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) 
joining the conflict on the Manbij and Ras al-Ayn/Serê Kaniyê fronts under cover of Arab tribes. 
Reporting on these developments was often misleading. On 5 September 2023, local 
opposition pages shared a video of a bombardment with rocket launchers attached with the 

https://twitter.com/farhad_shami/status/1698940218592661941
https://stj-sy.org/ar/%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%8a%d8%a7-%d8%aa%d8%ad%d8%aa-%d9%85%d8%b3%d9%85%d9%89-%d9%85%d9%82%d8%a7%d8%aa%d9%84%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d8%b4%d8%a7%d8%a6%d8%b1-%d9%87%d9%8a%d8%a6%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d8%ad/
https://www.facebook.com/61550680531217/videos/1033267101200829/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=256930040582730&external_log_id=ea89c26f-fba5-4aab-8f7b-ecae069c6dc7&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1779307642520831&external_log_id=b0b29e42-f03a-4833-b0a0-d54aa1d4e0ee&q=%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%AC%20%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1%20%D8%B9%D9%86%20%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%20%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D9%8F%D9%86%D8%B8%D9%91%D9%85%20%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%87%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89%20%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9%20%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%AC%20%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A3%20%D8%BA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%8B
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description, “A prelude to organized military action begins tomorrow to control the city of 
Manbij.” 
 

 
Image 40- A screenshot of a local page posted the video with a description claiming that the shown rocket 

launcher bombardment is a prelude to control Manbij. 

 
Image 41- A screenshot of a local page posted the video with a description claiming that it is of a rocket launcher 

bombardment preluded the control of Manbij. 

 
Notably, pages which published the video have a considerable audience, for example, Shuheil 
Now has 25k likes and 34k followers, Deir ez-Zor Now has 318 likes and 2.3k followers, 
Euphrates Voice has 6.3k likes and 11k followers, and Free Media & Exposing Corruption. Deir 
ez-Zor has 10k likes and 17k followers. 
 
The research found that the video is old and was first published by Rabih Freedom YouTube 
Channel on 8 June 2015 with a description that reads, "Rocket launchers of the Royal Saudi 
Land Forces flying to hit targets of #Houthi_militias from the southern border.” 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=256930040582730&external_log_id=ea89c26f-fba5-4aab-8f7b-ecae069c6dc7&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=256930040582730&external_log_id=ea89c26f-fba5-4aab-8f7b-ecae069c6dc7&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1033267101200829&external_log_id=ea89c26f-fba5-4aab-8f7b-ecae069c6dc7&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1779307642520831&external_log_id=b0b29e42-f03a-4833-b0a0-d54aa1d4e0ee&q=%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%AC%20%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1%20%D8%B9%D9%86%20%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%20%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D9%8F%D9%86%D8%B8%D9%91%D9%85%20%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%87%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89%20%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9%20%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%AC%20%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A3%20%D8%BA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%8B
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=272397402325109&external_log_id=ea89c26f-fba5-4aab-8f7b-ecae069c6dc7&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=272397402325109&external_log_id=ea89c26f-fba5-4aab-8f7b-ecae069c6dc7&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAgl5UJfWhU
https://www.youtube.com/@rabihfreedom3953
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Image 42- A screenshot of a YouTube channel published the video eight years ago. 

It appears that the purpose of sharing these deceitful videos is to exaggerate and create a false 
impression that contradicts the actual situation on the ground. It is possible that this is done to 
boost the morale of supporters. Interestingly, some of the accounts that posted these videos 
had previously shared other misleading content in the context of reporting on Deir ez-Zor 
unrest. It is plausible that this particular video was part of a larger campaign of misinformation . 
 

On 10 September, public pages and personal accounts supporting tribal fighters on Facebook 

and Telegram circulated a video, claiming that it was of an immersion operation by Arab tribal 

forces against the SDF in rural Manbij, resulted in the killing of about 30 of the latter’s fighters . 

Upon reviewing the video, it was discovered that it was zoomed out to conceal the logo of 

Amjaad Media Foundation, which is affiliated with HTS. The latter was the first to publish the 

video on 3 March 2023 under the “short documentary” category and title "Scenes from the 

Qualitative Operation in Taurus Peak in Latakia." 

It has been observed that the video was circulated after the situation had calmed down in the 

eastern part of Deir ez-Zor and the fighting had subsided. This suggests that the release of the 

clip may have been deliberate, with the intention of inflaming the unrest and reigniting the 

violence in the area. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=256930040582730&external_log_id=ea89c26f-fba5-4aab-8f7b-ecae069c6dc7&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1033267101200829&external_log_id=ea89c26f-fba5-4aab-8f7b-ecae069c6dc7&q=%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1779307642520831&external_log_id=b0b29e42-f03a-4833-b0a0-d54aa1d4e0ee&q=%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%AC%20%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1%20%D8%B9%D9%86%20%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%20%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D9%8F%D9%86%D8%B8%D9%91%D9%85%20%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%87%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89%20%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9%20%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%AC%20%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A3%20%D8%BA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%8B
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos/?q=%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%87%20%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%BA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%87%20%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%B9
https://www.facebook.com/aufrichtiga/videos/234836732851136/
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos/?q=%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%87%20%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%BA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%87%20%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%B9
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=209863135198703&external_log_id=698d7ba1-b094-4131-a486-4dff2c6eedf1&q=%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A8%D8%AC%2B%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%BA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://amjaad.video/watch/vZ51RPXIqnWTJNv
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Image 43- A screenshot of a Facebook page posted the video with a description claiming it is of an “immersion 

operation” by the tribal forces against the SDF. 

 

 

Image 44- A screenshot of the original video, which was re-circulated with claims of depicting an "immersion 

operation" by the tribal forces against the SDF. 
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From Deir ez-Zor to al-Hasakah  

In a similar context, on 14 September 2023, dozens of public pages and personal accounts on 

Facebook circulated footage allegedly of a Kurdish official in the Trade Authority of the AANES 

in al-Hasakah insulting an Arab man over removing a picture of Abdullah Öcalan from near his 

shop. 

  

Image 45- A screenshot of Manbij Live1 Facebook page posted the video with a caption claiming it shows an 

incident that occurred in the context of Deir ez-zor unrest. 

The Kurdish man in the video appeared yelling racial slurs in the Sorani Kurdish dialect at a man 

in a traditional Arab dress. 

 

Images 46- A screenshot of Al-Furat News Network posted the video with a caption claiming it shows an incident 

in al-Hasakah in the context of Deir ez-zor unrest. 

Nevertheless, tracking down the video through Google and Facebook revealed that the incident 

occurred in Erbil, also called Hawler, the capital of Iraq’s Kurdistan, in 2018. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1263369055064342&external_log_id=3ac187ce-2ded-4329-ba0c-5e687ebfb3fc&q=%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A4%D9%88%D9%84%20%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%8A%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%A6%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A9%20%D9%8A%D9%87%D9%8A%D9%86%20%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%84%20%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%20%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87%20%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84%20%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%20%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%87
https://www.facebook.com/100093258985712/videos/1017264042732530/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1499814860780705&external_log_id=14d8c83a-cf37-4dc5-bd10-8d103629946e&q=%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A4%D9%88%D9%84%20%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%8C%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%A6%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A9%20%D9%8A%D9%87%D9%8A%D9%86%20%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%84%20%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%20%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%86%D9%87%20%D8%A3%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84%20%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%20%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%87
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos/?q=%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A4%D9%88%D9%84%20%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%8A%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%A6%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A9%20%D9%8A%D9%87%D9%8A%D9%86%20%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%84%20%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%20%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87%20%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84%20%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%20%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%87
https://www.facebook.com/search/videos/?q=%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A4%D9%88%D9%84%20%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%8C%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%A6%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%A9%20%D9%8A%D9%87%D9%8A%D9%86%20%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%84%20%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%20%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%86%D9%87%20%D8%A3%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84%20%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%20%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%87
https://www.facebook.com/100006562655615/videos/2095725373989531/
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Image 47- A screenshot of a Facebook account for an Iraqi person, published the video in question on 14 March 

2018. 

The research also found that many of the accounts and pages that reposted the video attached 
inflammatory phrases in the local dialect, such as: "For the Arabs of al-Hasakah to be ashamed 
of themselves" and "If you, people of al-Hasakah, ever have honor you must not leave a single 
Kurd alive today; dignity is precious, huh.” 

It also turned out that many of these accounts and pages that circulated the aforementioned 
video have already circulated news and misleading clips. Some of these accounts, which are 
followed by tens of thousands, used materials that urge hatred . 

 

 

Image 48- A screenshot of Manbij Live 1 page on Facebook showing a video verified misleading. 

https://www.facebook.com/100093258985712/videos/1017264042732530/
https://www.facebook.com/100093258985712/videos/1017264042732530/
https://fb.watch/n3KhnY3xaQ/
https://fb.watch/n3KhnY3xaQ/
https://fb.watch/omKduEbO49/
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Image 49- - A screenshot of a post on Al-Furat News Network Facebook page with a caption claiming to show an 

operation in Manbij conducted in the context of Deir ez-zor unrest. 

 

According to the research, the “Ajel” Facebook page, which claims to provide the latest political, 

cultural and social news - eastern Syria, published a video on 14 March 2023. The video shows 

an official from the SDF's Trade Authority insulting an Arab man for removing Öcalan’s picture 

from the vicinity of his shop in the city of al-Hasakah. The video was shared 39 times, out of 

which 25 times it was shared by a fake account named "Tala Sheikhmus." This account posted 

the video in multiple groups, and despite some comments pointing out that it is an old video, 

the account did not delete it . 

It is clear that the recirculation of an old clip of a racist incident by accounts and pages on social 

media – some of which have tens of thousands of followers – at a time when the fighting 

declined in rural Deir ez-Zor, is considered a deliberate misinformation. The aim of this is to 

stimulate hatred between the Syrian Kurds and Arabs and thus disturb the relative civil peace 

in the region . 

 

Taking Advantage of the Vulnerability of the Other Side 

On 31 August, local Facebook pages circulated a photo of a young woman who sustained 
injuries. The pages claimed that she was a captive from the SDF held by the tribal forces in al-
Busayrah town. However, investigations revealed that the image was published on the Today 
in Syria website in 2014, during the rule of the Islamic State over Syria’s Kobanî, with the 
caption, “A casualty in a field hospital on the border with Turkey.” 
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087966549101
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100087966549101/search/?q=%23%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%84_%D8%A2%D8%AE%D8%B1_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%20%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A4%D9%88%D9%84%20%D9%81%D9%8A%20%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%A6%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A9%20%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF%E2%81%A9%20%D9%8A%D9%87%D9%8A%D9%86%20%D8%B1%D8%AC%D9%84%20%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%20
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091542102208
https://www.facebook.com/manbej.mubashar
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=699072512248227&set=a.465099165645564
https://malcolmxtreme.wordpress.com/2014/10/08/1072014-2/?fbclid=IwAR34r4LfFOr7XhZGiYp2RQ_tB8ndVtwzF_7qaIR4QFA_e9Fyi6ZdDZnmvf8
https://malcolmxtreme.wordpress.com/2014/10/08/1072014-2/?fbclid=IwAR34r4LfFOr7XhZGiYp2RQ_tB8ndVtwzF_7qaIR4QFA_e9Fyi6ZdDZnmvf8
https://malcolmxtreme.wordpress.com/2014/10/08/1072014-2/?fbclid=IwAR34r4LfFOr7XhZGiYp2RQ_tB8ndVtwzF_7qaIR4QFA_e9Fyi6ZdDZnmvf8
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Image 50- A screenshot of the original image that was misleadingly related to Deir ez-Zor unrest. 

 

 

 
Image 51- A screenshot of the original photo, which was misleadingly recirculated in the context of Deir ez-Zor 

unrest . 

 
In a similar incident, on 5 September, pro-government local Facebook pages with tens of 
thousands of followers circulated a video of a young Kurdish man crying and appealing to Iraqi 
Kurdish officials to save Rojava. 

https://www.facebook.com/aleppoalhadertown/videos/967953437629073
https://www.facebook.com/100076583824565/videos/588836290126220
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=3088269481316491&external_log_id=9d25cbdf-9a45-4486-a13a-39fae2df09a5&q=%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%8B%20%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%20%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%20%D9%88%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%AA%D9%87..%20%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%B1%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%80.%D9%80%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%20%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%AF%20%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AF%20%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B0%20%D9%85%D8%A7%20%D8%AA%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%89%20%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A7%20%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF%20%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AB%20%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%B1%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9!
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However, tracking the video revealed that it was first published on 11 March 2018 by a pro-
opposition Facebook page with 56k followers concurrent with the launch of the Turkish 
offensive on Afrin. This suggests that the video is related to this event. 
 

 

Image 52- A screenshot of a Facebook page posted the video in the context of Deir ez-Zor unrest. 

 

 

Image 53- A screenshot of the Facebook page that published the video in 2018. 

 
To conclude, the impact of removing materials from their original context and altering facts is 
significant. The dissemination of false information about the situation on the ground poses a 
threat to any future efforts aimed at bridging the gap between local communities. This is 
particularly concerning since the recycled visual materials are built on the vulnerability of the 
parties involved and their ethnicity, which shows a clear bias towards one party over the other. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=974014966088351&external_log_id=919c4428-fb20-46dd-98b7-09e5005b25c3&q=%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%83%D9%8A%20%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B0%20%D8%B9%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86
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